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TRUDY FUNK
On May 28, 2021, at 7:30 a.m. at Boundary

Trails Health Centre, JESUS came to take
our daughter, sister, aunt and friend, Trudy
Funk, to her heavenly home.

Left to cherish memories of her, are her
mom, Margaretha Funk of Eastview Place,
Altona, sisters, Dora (Bob) Wolfe of Grenfell,
SK, Sarah (Peter) Wolfe of Bergfeld, Annie
(George) Penner of Tolstoi, and Phyliss Funk
of Winkler and their families.

She was predeceased by her dad, Jacob B.
Funk, brother Edwin, an infant sister and two
nephews.

Trudy was born on September 18, 1956, the
fifth child to Jacob and Margaretha Funk.
Having been born with cerebral palsy, she
never went to school, but loved to sit beside
us and listen to us doing homework verbally.
She enjoyed being read to. She loved to sit
beside dad when he did his books, calculating
spendings and earnings. He did his additions
so Trudy could hear it all.

She had many seizures during her early
years due to her condition. On Sunday,
December 31, 1989, she got very sick and
was taken to Altona Hospital. From there,
she was sent to Bethel Hospital in Winkler,
where they did exploratory surgery and
found her stomach had a large hole in it,
spilling all food she had eaten into her
abdominal cavity. On January 1, 1990, she
was transferred to HSC in Winnipeg where
she spent about 65 days. This was followed
by another two weeks in Winkler before
finally going home.

On August 6, 1990, dad passed away
leaving a big empty space for Trudy and
mom. In 1992, Mom and Trudy moved to 55
Spruce Crescent, Altona. On June 6, Trudy
moved to a Blue Sky group home on 4th
Avenue, Southeast in Altona, where she lived
until her passing. She enjoyed going to the
Blue Sky Opportunity workshop. She made
many friends there both staff and individuals
who spend their weekdays there working.

Mom and Sarah went to visit Trudy at 212
where she lived, on a weekly basis. Then
when mom moved to the Ebenezer
apartments and later Eastview care home,
we reversed that and Trudy went to visit
mom with either Sarah, or a staff from her
house would take her.

Trudy enjoyed going shopping, going on
outings such as a greenhouse to look at and
buying flowers for planting in planters, going
to the Winnipeg Zoo and museums. She liked
to tease family members, as well as her
caregivers. Many have shared with us about
her contagious laugh and her bright smile.
She loved people.

One caregiver shared that she had asked
Trudy if she wanted to pick out flowers for
the planters this spring. Trudy said NO. The
caregiver asked a second time, Trudy again
said NO. Did Trudy know she would not be
here to enjoy them?

SHE WILL BE MISSED.
The Family

Wiebe Funeral Home Altona
 in care of arrangements
www.wiebefhaltona.com
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Celebrating Russian Language Day
by MARIYAM TSYGANKOVA

Sunday, June 6 was Russian Language Day, 
established to celebrate cultural diversity and 
multilingualism, as well as promoting equal 
use of all of the six official working languag-
es of the United Nations (UN) throughout the 
organization. Aside from Russian, the other 
five working languages of the UN are Span-
ish, French, English, Chinese, and Arabic.

This day also coincides with the birthday of 
Alexsandr Pushkin (1799-1837), considered 
to be the father of contemporary Russian lit-
erature whose genius spanned novels, drama, 
poetry, and much more. His first poem was 
published when he was just 15-years-old! A 
lot of his works are considered masterpieces, 
including a tale of the fall of Don Juan, the 
drama The Stone Guest, and the poem The 
Bronze Horseman. In terms of the Russian 
language, his work is also considered critical 
because it combines all of the contemporane-
ous elements of Russian.

There are a number of different ways 
that you can observe Russian Lan-
guage Day. Why not spend the day tak-

ing a look at some of the work that has been 
created by Aleksandr Pushkin?

Mariyam Tsygankova works for Regional 
Connections as a SWIS (Settlement Worker 
in Schools). Her personal experience and 
language skills assist newcomer children 
and their parents as they adjust to their new 
schools and language. This is her perspec-
tive on the Russian Language in Canada:

When you are in the process of Immigrat-
ing, you think about your new life starting 
with a new language in a new country.  You 
have no idea if you are going to use your na-
tive language, or if it will be limited by prac-

ticing it within your family. However, this is 
not the case because you can hear the Rus-
sian language standing in a line while shop-
ping, walking in local park, playing with your 
kids in the playground or doing paperwork 
in social service.

According to the Canadian Archives, there 
are approximately 500,000 Canadians of 
Russian descent (in Canada) today. More-
over, since coming to Canada, I have noticed 
there are a number of Russian words used in 
English language and it is amazing!

Here are a few words of Russian origin that 
you may have encountered:

-‘Babushka’ means, ‘An old granny’;
-‘Balaclava’ is a knitted hat that covers the 

whole face;
-‘Banya’ is a traditional steam bath;
-‘Blini’ are flat pancakes.
This is not a surprise because Russian is 

the 8th most-spoken language in the world 
with a 170 million natives’ speakers. As well 
as another 130 million descendants of for-
mer republics of the defunct Soviet Union. 
It is one of the three Eastern Slavic languag-
es, with the others being Belarusian and 
Ukrainian.

There are over 100 dialectal languages also 
spoken in Russia, such as Tartar, Chechen, 
Chuvash, Bashir, and Mordvin.

Another interesting thing which I noticed 
upon arriving in Canada is the comparison 
between English and Russian. Although I 
am currently learning English, I am amazed 
with the things which I have noticed. Let me 
share them with you:

The Russian language has more expres-
sions for the color blue than English lan-
guage. In English, there is only one word for 
blue whereas in Russian, we have goluboy 
and siniy. It is not that Russian eyes aren’t 
better at distinguishing colors blue, but 

language appears to be more adept at ex-
pressing them. This is interesting as some 
languages don’t even differentiate between 
blue or green.

Unusually, the verb “to be” is generally not 
used in the present tense when speaking 
Russian. Instead, it’s typically used to spec-
ify the past or future. You will also not hear 
the words “is” or “am” in a Russian phrase; 
instead, an adjective, verb, or noun follows 
the subject. The English sentence “I am a 
student” literally becomes “I student” in 
Russian.

In English, we don’t usually use the 
word normal (normalno in Russian) to an-
swer questions about our mood or our 
day. Instead, one should use words such 
as fine or okay. Normal in English means 
‘average’ or ‘not strange’. Saying that you 
are normal in reply to these questions sounds 
like you are trying to say that you are a nor-
mal person and not a strange or even crazy 
person (this may or may not be the case, but 
it probably is not what you are intending to 
say!). In Russian, you can ‘feel normal’ which 
means you are okay.

Canada is a country of diversity, and I am 
very happy that the Russian language has 
some part of it because it gives a deeper per-
spective with learning both languages (En-
glish and Russian) which is always amazing 
and so interesting!

The Pembina Valley Local Immigration 
Partnership represents 13 municipalities 
in southern Manitoba and works with lo-
cal stakeholders to develop and implement 
sustainable solutions for the successful in-
tegration of newcomers, creating Welcoming 
Communities.  For more information please 
visit www.pvlip.ca, or email:  info@pvlip.ca

Feline Focus

Furever Friends Cat Rescue is a nonprof-
it organization based in Altona. We operate 
with volunteers, donations, and support from 
our community. Our mission is to rescue the 
lost, abandoned, and homeless cats in our 
community. We are dedicated to the care and 
wellbeing of our local feral cat population 
and to help educate the public on the need 
to spay/neuter pets, the prevention of animal 
cruelty, and the importance of responsible pet 
ownership.

We are grateful for this opportunity to use 
this column in a number of ways: featuring 
cats that are available for adoption, shar-
ing stories of cats that have already passed 
through our rescue (happy ones and sad ones, 
because those happen too), announcing fund-
raising events, and providing educational 
content.

Spring is kitten season, and shelters and 
rescues are filling up fast with cats that 
need furever homes. If you are consid-

ering adding a furry friend to your family, 
here are some great reasons to adopt from a 
shelter or rescue:

1.You will save the lives of 2 cats by 
adopting a cat from a shelter or rescue.

According to data collected by Humane 
Canada, shelters and rescues took in more 
than 78,000 cats last year and of these, about 
11,000 were euthanized. Adopting a cat not 
only helps one of these many animals look-
ing for a home, but also opens a space for 
shelters and rescue groups to take in another 
cat.

2. It makes good financial sense to adopt 
a cat.

For a relatively low fee, you’ll take home a 
cat that is already spayed or neutered, up-to-
date on vaccines, tattooed, treated for worms 
and other parasites. Many shelters and res-
cues will also include extras in the adoption 
fee such as a cat collar, food and toys.

3. The personality of an adopted cat is 
known.

Cats in many shelters and foster homes 
interact with their caretakers and volun-
teers every day, and these people really get 
to know their personalities. Particularly with 
adult cats, you can find a companion with 
the type of temperament you’re looking for. 
You could find a playful, active cat or a calm-
er feline who prefers cuddling and a quieter 
environment.

4. It’s good for your mental health to 
adopt a cat.

According to Research Gate, owning a cat, 
or any pet you adopt from a shelter, has been 
shown to have positive effects on humans’ 
ability to cope with stress, anxiety, depres-
sion and loneliness. Taking a cat home from 
a shelter can improve your sense of happi-
ness and general well-being.

5. Adopting a cat is great for your heart!
A recent study found that owning a cat may 

lead to a reduced risk of death from cardio-
vascular disease and stroke. This is an im-

portant finding considering that the Heart 
and Stroke Foundation says one Canadian 
dies every 5 minutes from heart conditions, 
stroke or vascular cognitive impairment.

6. Cats improve children’s resistance to 
asthma.

According to Clinical & Experimental Aller-
gy, research has found that early exposure to 
a cat in the home can actually reduce infants’ 
sensitization to the allergens cats produce. 
As a result, kids have a reduced chance of de-
veloping allergic diseases.

7. There’s a wide variety of cats to adopt.
You can find any type of cat you want at a 

shelter, from kittens to seniors, short-haired 
to long-haired, all sizes and colours. In fact, 
if you’re looking for a specific breed, such as 
a Siamese, you can contact cat-specific res-
cue groups to find your new friend.

8. A cat can make your other pets happy.
If you have another cat, or a cat-friendly 

dog, bringing another cat home from a shel-
ter can help reduce feelings of loneliness 
during the day when you’re out. Of course, 
you will want to ask the shelter to help you 
“cat test” your dog, and if you have a cat, ex-
pect a period of adjustment before the new 
and current cat feel comfortable together.

9. Cats are perfect for apartment dwell-
ers.

If you live in an apartment, condo or other 
small space, a cat can be an excellent com-
panion because cats don’t require lots of 
room or daily walks like a dog. Cats are gen-
erally low maintenance and if you provide 
them with toys (like cat trees and window 
rests for enrichment), they make wonderful 
roommates.

10. Cats are excellent senior companions.
Cats, particularly older, calmer cats, can 

provide loving companionship to older 
adults. They’re easy to care for, and you can 
find one at a shelter that matches your life-
style with some helpful advice from the shel-
ter staff or rescue volunteers.

These are just 10 reasons, there are many 
more! To find your purr-fect fit, consider the 
cats at the following reputable shelters and 
rescues: Furever Friends Cat Rescue, Pembi-
na Valley Humane Society, Manitoba Mutts 
Dog Rescue, Miss J. La’s Fur Babies Cat Cafe, 
Winnipeg Humane Society, Rescue Siamese, 
Winnipeg Pet Rescue, Tails of Freedom Res-
cue, and Manitoba Great Pyrenees Rescue.

Source: Blake, M. (2017, July 12). 10 Great 
Reasons to Adopt a Cat from a Shelter. PetH-
ealth Network

June is Adopt a Shelter Cat Month!


